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■ Dale Farm - the sprawling travellers site at Crays Hill 

Call to disperse illegal 
travellers to other sites 


Picture: RON POULTER 


HUNDREDS of travellers 
living illegally at Crays 
Hill should to be moved 
on to several new sites 
spread across Basildon, 
according to a communi- 
ty spokesman. 

Ramsden Crays parish 
councillor Andy Peake 
believes temporary 15-cara- 
van sites should be set up 
straight away on brownfield 
land, so the travellers can 
be dispersed away from the 
village. 

Mr Peake is also on the 
committee of Crays Hill 
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Residents’ Association. It is 
believed six sites would be 
needed to accommodate the 
86 families currently at 
Dale Farm. 

He spoke out as Basildon 
Council gears up for next 
month’s battle to evict the 
travellers at London’s High 
Court. 

Yet his views have caused 
outrage among some locals 
who fear they will turn the 
wider Basildon community 


If history 
repeats itself 
the council 
will be locked in 
to further 
struggles 

against them. Mr Peake 
said: “Crays Hill has suf- 
fered too long. 

“We have had six years of 
reduced house prices. 

"If history repeats itself 


the council will possibly be 
locked in to further strug- 
gles. 

“This could leave resi- 
dents in the same position 
for a further six years. 

"Basildon Council should 
organise temporary sites on 
brownfield land and Dale 
Farm can be broken into 
manageable sites spread 
within the district." 

He suggested one site 
could be Terminus Drive, 
Pitsea. 

However, Parish council- 
lor John Dornan, who lives 


Bailiffs asked to 
be delivery men 


Council calls a 
news blackout 


in Oak Avenue. Crays Hill, 
is not happy. 

He said: “I am appalled 
this is on the agenda. 

"This village did not take 
a battlebus to Westminster 
to end up rewarding people 
who broke planning laws 
when there are 3,500 people 
on the housing list. 

"We have had support 
across Basildon. This sticks 
two fingers up at them. 

"There is no way I can 
support this." 

Splits first formed 
between the residents' asso- 

Last 
talks 


TRAVELLERS want council 
bailiffs to act as removal 
men and help move them 
move to Pitsea to stop a 
potentially violent eviction. 

A letter to Basildon 
Council, from the travellers 
at Dale Farm, tells bosses 
they have come up with the 
prefect solution to side-step 
any confrontation. 

Campaigner Grattan 
Puxon says they would pre- 
fer to stay in Crays Hill, but 
as a last resort would be pre- 
pared to move all 86 families 
to a temporary camp at 
Pitsea. until 2011, while new 
legal sites are found. 

He has even asked for 
bailiffs, employed by the 
council, to move mobile 


homes and caravans to the 
site. 

He wrote: “It is because of 
the possibility of a forced 
eviction that I am mandated 
by a majority of our mem- 
bers to outline this altema 
five - a more creative and 
humane scenario. 

"We would ask that this 
transfer be undertaken at 
the council’s expense, which 
might be considerably less 
than the cost of a forced 
eviction." 

The council refused a pre- 
vious application by the 
travellers for a site at 
Terminus Drive. Pitsea. 

The travellers have since 
appealed to the Government 
for support. 


BASILDON Council has 
introduced a media black- 
out on the traveller issue 
until next month’s High 
Court hearing is over. 

Papers outlining the 
council’s and the trav- 
ellers’ cases are being 
served at the Royal Courts 
of Justice - this means 
legal proceedings are 
active even before the 
week-long hearing begins 
on February 11. 

To avoid any risk of the 
date being adjourned the 
council will no longer 
comment on travellers in 
the district. 

Council leader Malcolm 
Buckley said: “If anything 
was said which could be 


construed as new evidence 
the whole hearing could 
be adjourned and we 
could be looking at anoth- 


will no longer comment 
until after the hearing.” 

Mr Buckley will not 
even comment this Friday 
when the East of England 
Regional Assembly takes 
a vote over traveller site 
numbers in Essex. 

Grattan Puxon. cam- 
paigner for Dale Farm 
said: “I can understand 
this because of the law. 
but feel we can comment 
on issues outside the case 
such ns the assembly 
vote." 


BEFORE the media 
blackout begins, council 
leader Malcolm Buckley 
will make one last pub- 
lic statement on trav- 
ellers. 

Tomorrow night he 
fields questions at the 
Crays Hill Residents’ 
Association meeting in 
the parish hall in 
London Road. 

Mr Buckley sparked 
anger last April when he 
failed to turn up to the 
association's meeting 
for similar talks because 
his other meetings that 
night overran. 

The talks, which are 
for association members 
only, begin at 7.30pm 


ciation and parish council 
last year. 

Mr Peake’s wife. Carol, 
reported Mi' Dornan to the 
Standards Board after he 
told the association's com- 
mittee to “wake up and 
smell the coffee” over the 
traveller issue. 

The complaint was later 
dismissed. 
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Have your say on 
this story at 

www. echo- 
news. co.uk/news 


Farewell 
to tragic 
Craig 






